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How APA Justice Started in 2015

• Four Chinese American scientists 
in private industry, government, 
and academia, all naturalized 
U.S. citizens, were accused of 
passing secrets to China.  All 
charges were dropped.

• Congresswoman Judy Chu, Chair 
of CAPAC, called for a platform 
to address racial profiling and 
related justice and fairness 
issues for the Asian American 
community.
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11/01/2018 Launched; 02/23/2022 Ended
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“I am the luckiest among the unlucky.”

MIT Professor Gang Chen

Prosecutions Investigations

“Of the nearly 5,000 active FBI 
counterintelligence cases currently 
underway across the country, almost half 
are related to China.” 

Christopher Wray, FBI Director
July 7, 2020

Surveillance

“Traditional” FISA, which 
requires lengthy 
applications to the secret 
FISA court, was used in 
fewer than 500 cases in 
2022. Section 702, which 
doesn’t require individual 
court orders, can cover 
orders of magnitude more 
targets: more than 
230,000 in 2021.
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Science Editorial: “The institutions and the NIH need to resolve 
this. Given the information available in the public domain, the 
scientific community could easily conclude that this is a 
xenophobic program to harm Chinese scientists and cut off 
international scientific cooperation. The federal government 
needs to figure out a way to let the NIH and the institutions 
reassure the community that this is all worth it.”

Dr. Michael Lauer
then head of 
NIH’s extramural 
research

NIH’s “China Initiative”
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12 Timecards on the “China Initiative”
https://www.apajusticetaskforce.org/the-china-initiative 

3/12/2025 Jeremy.S.Wu@gmail.com 6

https://www.apajusticetaskforce.org/the-china-initiative
mailto:Jeremy.S.Wu@gmail.com


Dark Clouds Before The Storm
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“Nontraditional Collectors” “The 5th Column”

“Thousand Grains of Sand”

“If a beach was an espionage target, … the Chinese would send in 
a thousand tourists, each assigned to collect a single grain of sand. 
When they returned, they would be asked to shake out their 
towels. And they would end up knowing more about the sand 
than anyone else.”          
          - Paul Moore, FBI analyst, 1990s

“Research Integrity”

In August 2018, NIH sent 10,000 letters to institutions, 
asserting threats to U.S. “research integrity.”
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Dialogue vs Monologues

2018/12/07 FBI HQ Visit 2024/06/06 Rice University Forum
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Impacted Persons
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Gang Chen

Anming Hu Angwang

Li Wang

Franklin Tao

Jane Wu
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We Are Not Alone

Individuals and APA Community

• Stories of Strength

• Community Support

• Civic Engagement

• Lessons in Perseverance

And beyond…

 

• Support from Civil Rights Organizations

• Academic and Scientific Communities

• Political and Legislative Support

• Public Awareness and Advocacy Efforts
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Making Our Voices Heard: Petitioning
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2021/01/05 30,000 signatures collected and sent to 
President-elect Biden

2021/09/08 Stanford University faculty started a 
nationwide letter campaign to the Attorney General.
• 241 institutions
• 3,119 faculty co-signers
• UC Berkeley: 214 co-signers
• Michigan State University: 61 co-signers
• 50 states + DC + Puerto Rico
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CAPAC Support

• Publicly condemning racial profiling 
and calling for an end to the China 
Initiative

• Co-hosting a roundtable and raising 
the issue in Congressional hearings

• Supporting faculty and advocacy 
efforts against racial profiling

• Opposing the revival of the China 
Initiative and calling for further 
accountability
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2021/06/30 Democratic Member Roundtable: 
Researching While Chinese American

https://youtu.be/G24w7d2_owo (1:42:15)
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Inform and Educate
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Role of the Media
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2019/06/23 Bloomberg Business

2021/06/08 Knox News 2021/12/02 MIT Technology Review

2019/04/19 Science

2019/04/19 Houston Chronicle

2021/06/13 Knox News
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End of The China Initiative
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2022/02/23 Announcement by Matt Olsen

Why Not (歪脑) video: https://bit.ly/41yLa9S (16:39)

1. "We Are All Gang Chen" 我们都是陈刚
2. The "China Initiative" "中国行动"的前生今世
3. A Scientist's Loyalty 科学家为谁而忠诚
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Did The China Initiative End?
APA Justice statement in part:

Ending the “China Initiative” is a promising 
start to correct the harms caused by the 
initiative, apply lessons learned, and rebuild 
community trust and confidence that were 
lost in our law enforcement and judicial 
system. 

But we emphasize that this is just a start.

We, like many other organizations and 
individuals, have broad concerns that the end 
of the initiative is just in name but does not 
reflect a change in fact and substance.
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Turbulent Times Again
Return of McCarthyismLegalizing Discrimination Warrantless Surveillance

Section 702 is up for reauthorization; it 
expires on Dec. 31, 2025 
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Return of The China Initiative?

• New name and new terms 

• Legislation vs Executive Action
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“… each [Chinese student]”, whether they like it or 
not, is an agent of the Chinese Communist Party.”

2025/01/30 Senator Jim Risch, Chair, Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, https://bit.ly/43kUkIc 
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Community Responses
• Advocate for Policy Change

• Build and Strengthen Coalitions

• Collect and Analyze Data

• Educate and Raise Awareness

• Engage and Partner with the Media

• Mobilize Communities for Action

• Pursue Legal and Legislative Action

• Promote Civic Engagement

• Support Rallies and Public Demonstrations

• The Yellow Whistle
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Why Are We Doing This?

Martin Niemöller (1892–1984)

• First they came for the socialists, and I did 
not speak out—because I was not a 
socialist.

• Then they came for the trade unionists, and 
I did not speak out—because I was not a 
trade unionist.

• Then they came for the Jews, and I did not 
speak out—because I was not a Jew.

• Then they came for me—and there was no 
one left to speak for me

Multiple Sources

• We rode on the shoulders 
of those who came before 
us.  

• We have the responsibility 
and obligation to do the 
same for those who come 
after us.
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